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Cockburn Island Band Returns to Land

by Suzanne Methot

Members of the Cockburn Island First Nation have begun to re-group, and are
developing their reserve land on Manitoulin Island. The band is also re-establishing
reserve boundaries on Cockburn Island.

The band left Cockburn Island in the 19th century, with some band members
moving to the north shore of Lake Huron, and other members moving to reserve land
on Manitoulin Island, near the Sheshegwaning First Nation. Other band members
moved to the United States or to other locations in Canada.

e e —
The band is also currently in the process of building several new homes

and a new band office
h

Now, however, Chief Irene Kells of the re-formed Cockburn Island First Nation
says that the band is interested in mapping out and re-establishing hoth the
Manitoulin Island land and the Cockburn Island land.

The band is also currently in the process of building several new homes and a
new band office on the Manitoulin Island reserve. They have also submitted an
application for funding to build a storage facility for the storage of equipment.

The Manitoulin Island reserve land has also been supplied with electricity, and
the road leading to the community has been re-developed. Before this re-develop-
ment, the Cockburn Island band used the facilities of the Sheshegwaning First
Nation.

There could be opposition to the band’s development on Cockburn Island. A
meeting was called in November by the Cockburn Island Landowner’s Corporation
(previously the Cockburn Island Heritage Foundation), for those who had “an
interest in the preservation of Cockburn Island to bear some resemblance to its
present state” for the purposes of “hunt[ing] deer and for other recreational uses.”

Itis estimated that the Cockburn Island band has 800 acres of land on Cockburn
Island, and 1,504 acres of land on Manitoulin Island.
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Map of Cockburn Island

" Map by Philip Methot
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Indian Affairs Admits
to Discrimination

OTTAWA (CP)—Employment of Natives by the
federal Department of Indian Affairs has been ham-
pered by what the government admits is “systemic
discrimination”, and federal studies predict further
declines in Native employment this decade,

Records show Native employment in the depart-
ment that serves them is in a state of severe decline.
Natives made up 22% of the department’s workforce in
1985, but that fell to 18% by 1990, and will drop to 13%
by the end of the decade.

Overall Native employment in the public service
sector was 1.8% in 1990; the department’s rate is the
highest.

Reprinted from the Micmac-Maliseet Nations News
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The Anishinabek News is a monthly publication of
the Union of Ontario Indians. Views expressed are not
| necessarily the opinion or political position of the Un-
ion. Readers are invited to submit letters, articles, or
pictures for publication. All submissions will be re-
viewed for compliance to the libel laws of Canada. All
submissions will also be subject to editing for space,
clarity of thought, and taste.

Editor: Suzanne Methot
Subseriptionsand Advertisements: Natalie Payette
Computer Lay-Out: Mike St. Amour

Subscribe to the Anishinabek News!
The Anishinabek Newvs receives no federal or pro-
| vincial government funding, and relies solely on the
| generosity of its readers to meet publications costs. Of
the $25 subscription cost, $5 will go to a defense fund
that supports legal costs in cases affecting Native
rights. The other $20 is applied directly to the cost of
Preparing a newspaper.

Here is my $25 for the next 12 issues of the
Anishinabek News!

NAME:
ADDRESS:

CITY/PROVINCE:

POSTAL CODE;
Please clip and mail to:
Anishinabek News
Nipissing First Nation
P.O. Box 711
North Bay, Ontario
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Geotechnical Engineers, Hydrogeologists

xperienced in ground engineering, water-well testing
nd construction materials inspection services.

ontact - George Gunther, C.E.T.

H Branch Offices

47 Pido Road, Unit 29
P.O. Box 694
Peterborough, Ontario
TEL: (705)749-3317

AX: (705)749-9248
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Parry Sound
Pembroke
Port Hope
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Anishinabek News needs you!

Do you know of any special things that are going on in your First Nation?
Any special groups that are meeting in your community? Tell us about it!

Perhaps you've always dreamed of seeing your name in print. Why not
submit that article, commentary piece, or story to the Anishinabek News?
We'd love to hear fom you.

Writers whose articles are published will be compensated
for their efforts.

Please contact the Anishinabek News at (705) 497-9127,
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Submit Your Student Profiles! |

We are looking to hear from your communities!
‘Who are your outstanding students?

A regular student profile is in the development stage at the
Anishinabek News, focusing on students who make a difference in elemen-
tary, secondary, and post-secondary schools.

Please submit your profiles to the Education Program at the Union of
Ontario Indians. Thanks for your information.

VISION 2020: SELF -DETERMINATION
IN NATIVE EDUCATION

CITEP

Canadian Indian/Inuit Teacher Education

Programs

i Annual Conference - North Bay, Ontario
% May 13, 14, 15, 1993 - First Announcement

The CITEP Conference provides a forum
for aboriginal educators and all those with
an interest in the preparation of Indian and
Inuit teachers to discuss issues and other
questions.

Through major addresses, research
dialogue, panel discussions and workshops,
the conference will address the concemns of
aboriginal educators at the regional, na-
tional and international levels of education.

Topics to include: Reporting on Field
esting of Mokakit Curriculum; Distant
Education-Use of Technology; Community
Based Models of Teacher Education; Re-
port on Teacher Education Program Poli-
icies; Pedagogy for Native Teacher Training
Programs; Curriculum: Culwral Survival
Schools; Immersion Schools; Education in
the 21st Century; Special Education; Native
ECE; Self-government from a Native Teach-
ers' Perspective.

This conference will be held in North
Bay, Ontario, and hosted by the Union of
Ontario Indians.

Enquiries and Further Information:

If you are interested in attending the
conference and would like to be on the
mailing listto receive the registration pack-
age, please contact:

UNION OF ONTARIO INDIANS
Head Office

Nipissing First Nation

P.0.Box 711

North Bay, Ontario

P1B 8)8

Coordinator: Priscilla Goulais
Phone: (705) 497-9127
Fax: (705) 497-9135
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Aanii:
Niin Ed.ndizhnikaaz
zhaagnaash ndaaw,

enaagdewendang
Anishnaabemiwin
ndaaw gye. Burlington
ndonjibaa. “Anishnaabek
News” ndi-gindaas,
aapichi nda-mnwendaan
maanda.

Zhaazhi go wgii-
baatiinwok Ojibwek,
Boodiwaadimiik,
Odaawaak gye wgii-
nigshnaabemiwok. Noongo
dash, bangii go eta
geyaabi gshkitoowaat wii-
nishnaabemiwok.

Niibna Nishnaabek
wzhaagnaashiimwok eta
go memdage igiw
zhaawnong
Anishnaabek. Kawiin
nishi nishnaabemsiiwok.
Eshkwaa zhizek aabdik

kkinoohmawaadaa
bmaadazijik Nishnaabek
memdage binoojiinhik
anishnaabemiwin.

Ndi-nendaan mno-
dbaajmi-mzinhigan
maanda.

Mnwaabmewziwin!

Miigwech,
Edward Farley

Aanii:

Mno-Niibaa-
namaang miinwaa
Nimbodaading!

Kaawiin
ngshktoosiin wii-mkaan
bkina kidowinan
dbaajmowin e-gkidood
geyii godnabmigziwining
pagemdaaswi-shi-bezhik,

Anishinabek News

Letters to the Editor

Mnidoo Giisoonhs issue.

Kaawiin mshinonda
nswi bidowinan
ngshktoosiin wii-mkaan-
binoojiinhib, noodin
nbagaabik. Aapiish e
yaawak?

Kaawiin na gnimaa
nonda kidowinan odi
yaasiiwak?

Onishin go gdbaajmo
mzinhigan.

Miibina.

Ed. Farley

The following are
Englishtranslationsofthe
preceding two letters:

Hello,

My nameis Ed. Iam
Zhaagnaash (Whiteman/
English) who looks after
the Indian language. Iam
also from Burlington. I
read Anishinabek News.1
like it here.

There were a lot of
Ojibwes, Boodiwaadimiik
(Potowaatomis) and
Odaawaas that spoke In-
dian. Now, very few can
speak Indian.

Many Indians speak
English only, especially
the southern Indians.
They can’t speak Indian
yet. It's nouse totellme to
teach the Indians, espe-
cially the children, the
Indian language.

Pmthinkingofagood
storytelling book (or

Hello,

MerryChristmasand
a Happy New Year!

I can’t find all the
talks, stories, and speak-
ers on page 11 in the De-
cemberissue. Thaven't yet
found threearticles: child,
wind [translation difficult
here: word probably
means something flat].
Hope there are some.
Maybe we don’t have
stories that sound like
that.

The book (paper or
magazine) is good.

That is all.

And thank you,
Ed Farley

Translation com-
pleted by Mr. Randy Saw-
yer, North Bay Indian
Friendship Centre. Chi-

OJIBWAY FAMILY magazine) here. meegwetch, Randy.
RESOURCE CENTRE Srrtlone
.. AShelter for Native & Non-Native i 5 I

Women in crisis and their children

- fleeing abusive homes

- victim of sexual assault

- marital problems

- eviction

-temporary accommodation

- support and advocacy

- counselling

- referral and information

- staffed 24hrs/day, 7 days/wee

R.R. #4, Site #15, Comp. #13
North Bay, Ontario
P1B 8GS
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Science North, Northern Ontario’s most popular tourist attraction is a
science centre which involves visitors in exploring the relationships
between science and technology and their everyday lives.

The Cenire is currently establishing a base in Thunder Bay to provide
oufreach and community activities for all age groups. These will be
held in schools, libraries and community centres and include summer
science camps, school holiday workshops, satellite Swap Shops and van
programmes throughout Northwestern Ontario.

24-Hour crisis Line (705) 472-3321
Collect calls accepted

We are seeking an enthusiastic individual with previous formal or
informal teaching experience with a variety of audiences including
children. The sucressful candidate will have a Bachelor of Science or
equivalent, excellent communication skills in English and French, a
valid class G drivers’ license and excellent driving record. The position
requires flexibility, creativity and proven leadership skills.

m LANDMARK ASSOCIATES LIMITED

T AMNIRS AN FNCINFERS

'Specializing in engineering
. 3 : 7
srvipes foFirst NG Hos Communities Although the position is based in Thunder Bay, initial fraining and
periodic updaie sessions will be held in Sudbury. Approximately sev-
enty days per year will be spent travelling to other communities in
Northwestern Ontario delivering programs.

Contact: Darryl Tighe, Pres.

Peterborough Office:
294 Rink Street

2nd Floor
Peterborough, Ontario
K9J 2K2

Tel: (705) 742-3881
Fax:(705) 740-2473

Lindsay Office:

68 McLaughlin Road
Unit 2

Lindsay, Ontario
K9V 6B5

Tel: (705) 324-9817
Fax:(T05) 324-9830

Interested applicants should submit their resume by February 10, 1993
to Personnel Manager, Science North, 100 Ramsey Lake Road, Sudbury,
Ontario P3E 589.
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Commentary

An elder recently had a vision. In his vision, he was told that 1993 would be a
year of increasing power and strength for Native nations across the globe.

When I was told of this elder’s belief, I had to think for a long moment. Could I,
in all honesty, realistically believe that our people — victims of hatred and violence,
dispossessed of our lands, our spirituality and traditions laughed at or misunder-
stood, our families separated by the effects of the dominant culture’s new values and
its prison system, to name but a few of the negative effects of colonization — would,
after hundreds of years, suddenly gain the upper hand in the struggle for survival?
After thinking for a long while (and also remembering the richness of our culture; the
things which have given me pride in our people}, I realized that it was not up to me
to question the path presented by this elder. It was up to me to make it reality.

Inthisissue, readers will find an articledevoted to the Lubicon Lake Cree Nation
in northern Alberta. I wanted to bring you their story, for they are a courageous,
proud, and resourceful people. They have withstood many pressures and have fought
to keep their culture alive and homes intact. Theirs is a story that ean be understood
by us all, and there may even be lessons to be learned from the telling.

Their story is certainly not unique, and that is unfortunate. Native nations
throughout Indian country have been fighting for their land for centuries. It is
imperative that the word gets out about new or continuing struggles: only through
numbers can we maintain strength.

Ive lived in many places throughout Canada, and it always surprises me that
there is such distance between the First Nations in this country. It has always been
my hope that the differences between our communities could be overlooked in order
that we may all work together to realize our social, political, and cultural aims.

Some communities need more help than others in realizing their goals, accord-
ing to their level of development and their wishes, but it is possible to work together
to realize common goals. After all, the Native people of the Americas had gathering
places and trade routes established long before this country was mapped out as
Canada. It was the hope of the colonizers that our traditions would be broken: why
continue to do the colonizers' work for them? Let’s all join together to work for each
other. All it takes is a little cooperation, a lot more acceptance, and understanding.

Community members who are believers in the church must accept those who
practice traditional beliefs, and vice versa. Those people who choose to remain in the
communities must understand those people who have chosen to relocate in urban
areas, and must try to understand the reasons why such a choice was made. Urban
Natives must also understand that life and work in the communities takes place in
different ways and at a different pace than in the city.

Those First Nations people who have chosen to go to college or university should
be accepted by community members, even if this education has changed the
individual in question. Most often, the changes are for the better, and if this person
chooses to come back to the community to work for community goals, he or she must
be given a chance to prove themselves without having to deal with prejudice or fear.

There are ways in which communities and community members can work
together. It is up to members of every nation to support their brothers and sisters
throughout the land. You may not agree on all issues, but there is always something
that can be done. Then, ifthe need arises, we, the members of the supporting nations,
can ask for and receive the support that we may need in our times of struggle.

Let’s all work to realize the vision of the elder.

Do you have a story that needs to be told? A point of view that you want to get
across to others? I want to hear your voice. I want to hear your opinions. Submit your
commentary pieces tothe Anishinabek News, and they could be printed in this space.
If I receive enough feedback, the Commentary column will appear in each issue.

It's your forum. Use it!

Suzanne Methot
Editor

= e ——
ﬂg,::":“_\\__ NATIVE TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT CENTRE = =,
=i . COMMUNITY BASE TRAINING FOR CANADA'S FIRST NATIONS Lr5a\

269 MAIN STREET WEST, SUITE 104 / G
NORTH BAY, ONTARIO P1B T8 =
TOLL FREE 1-800-267-2577 h M
TEL: (705) 494-4700 N

FAX: (705) 497-7839 |
ON- SITE TRAINING IN YOUR COMMUNITY !

BUSINESS PROGRAMS
TECHNICAL PROGRAMS
UPGRADING PROGRAMS
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES |
LIFE SEILLS PROGRAM |
LITERACY TRAINING |
FIRST AID TRAINING |

TRAINING TEXT AND MATERIAL RESOURCE CENTRE

The Anishinabek News requires an Editor

Applicants should have a background in writing
and editing. Previous experience in desktop publishing
would be a definite asset,

Applicants must possess the ability to work inde-
pendently and to meet deadlines. They must also be
willing to travel.

Salary 1s negotiable.

Formoreinformation, please contact Nora Bothwell,

ProgramManager, Union of Ontario Indians, Nipissing
First Nation, (705} 497-9127.

W.K.P. KENNEDY GALLERY

NORTH BAY ARTS CENTRE
150 Main Street East, North Bay ,Ontario
PRESENTS

HOCHELAGA
February 6 to March 6, 1993

A multi-media installation by : Robert Houle
Curated by Curtis J. Collins

Opening Reception:

Saturday, February 6, 1993
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The artist will be present at the Opening

EVERYONE WELCOME

Organized by Galerie Articule, Montreal
Circulated with assistance from The Canada Council
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RCMP Raid First Nations. . o« e eeeeeeeeeeeee

by Suzanne Methot

On the morning of
January 18, between 4
a.m.and 7 a.m., members
of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police invaded
fiveFirst Nations commu-
nities in Manitoba.

The raids, which
were mounted with the
cooperation of Manitoba
Justice Minister Jim
McCrae, were apparently
an attempttopreventthe
development of Manitoba
First Nations gaming in-
dustries.

In a statement re-
leased tothe Anishinabek
News on January 22, the
Assembly of Manitoba
Chiefs (AMC) and the
First Nations govern-
ments involved said that
theraidsrepresent“acon-
certed effort on the part of
the government of Mani-
toba to subordinate our
right to conduct our own
affairs within our own
communities.”

LAAAAAAAAAAALRARXLLZRALLL)

The AMC also stated
that force was being used
“to ensure that the First
Nations do not compete
with provincial govern-
ments” for revenues gen-
erated by the gaming en-
terprises. The AMC made
it clear that the efforts on
the part of the provineial
government were at-
tempts at stopping the
First Nations from gain-
ing economic freedom.

Force was being used
to ensure that the
First Nations do not
compete with provin-
cial governments.

TheManitoba Lotter-
ies Minister met with the
AMConJanuary15, three
days before the raid, to
discuss the development
of gaming enterprises
within the context of self-
government and self-de-
termination.

LA AAAAAAAUALAALLAAALAGa
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West Bay, Ont.
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Open Monday to Saturday
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Bernadette Peltier

Telephone

Phone 705-377-4y87
Fax 705-377-4987
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Change
Birchbark
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The AMC said that
it was “assured...that ne-
gotiations would continue
in good faith with the gov-
ernment of Manitoba."
Instead, the raid on the
First Nations was carried
out.

The AMC feels that
the government's action
ha s destroyed any good
faith that may have been
present at the meeting,
and hasmadeitclear that
the First Nations repre-
sentatives “cannot nego-
tiate from jail cells.”

An emergency gam-
ing meeting was held on
January 22 between the
West Region Tribal Coun-
cil Gaming Commission,
Opasquiak Cree Nation,
Nelson House First Na-
tion, Norway House First
Nation, Roseau River
Anicinabe First Nation,
Sandy Bay First Nation,
Crane River First Nation,

Mathias First Nation,
Peguis First Nation, and
the AMC to discuss “First
Nations jurisdiction over
gaming activities on First
Nations territories.”

The larger question is
our own jurisdiction
in our own lands.

The AMC has “con-
sistently proposed anego-
tiated resolution of First
Nations jurisdiction over
gaming on reserve terri-
tory.” However, it has be-
come clear that the gov-
ernment prefers methods
such as“confrontationand
harassment.”

Manitoba First Na-
tions are reviewing possi-
ble courses of action. It is
clear that the First Na-
tions’ rights to self-gov-
ernmentand self-determi-
nation are seriously

threatened by the raids.
The AMC considers the
government'sactioninthe
raids as threatening the
authority of the First Na-
tions togovern themselves
intheirown territory. The
province has, in the eyes
ofthe First Nations, “dem-
onstrated their willing-
ness to use force to dis-
mantle [the] right to
govern...within  the
boundaries of...reserve
land.”

First Nations repre-

sentatives cannot
negotiate firom jail
cells,

The issue of gaming
is not the only question
that mustbe dealt with at
thisstage by the First Na-
tions and the AMC. The
largerquestion, according
to the AMC, is “our own
jurisdiction in our own
lands.”

e — — —— — —— ——

Infant Remains to be Reburied

by Suzanne Methot

The Saskatchewan
Museum of Natural His-
toryin Regina announced
in January that it will
rebury the remains of a
Native infant that were
ondisplay at the museum

" until 1972.

The reburial stems
from a Native school
teacher’s request. The
teacher was accompany-
ing his class on a tour of
the museum. He recalled
seeingtheremainsondis-
play at the museum when
he was a child, and en-
quired asto their wherea-
bouts during the recent.
tour,

West Bay, Manitoulin  POP 1G0

SAND, GRAVEL, FILL, TOP SOIL

Backhoeing
Ruad Making
Landscaping

Installed

s & Son Trucking

Septic Systems

TOR-B77-4987

Theinfantburial was
dug up by unknown per-
sonsin 1920 from asite on
the west side of Last
Mountain Lake near
Keddleston, Sask. Thear-
tifacts included in the ex-
hibit appear to have been
collected in 1920 from ei-
ther the Last Mountain
Lake area or from the
Quill Lakes area in cen-
tral Saskatchewan.

The exhibit was con-
structed in 1920 and ap-
parently remained ondis-
play until being removed
in 1972, at the request of
Aboriginal people. There
is no evidence, the mu-
seumsays, thattheyasked
for the remains to be re-

“LEFHOMNE 2774987
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Weat Bay foafgs

COTTAGES - SAND BEACH - PICNIC - CAMPING
INDIAN HANDICRAFT
WEST BAY, MANITOULIN ISLAND
POP 1G0

LILLIAN & LLOYD DEBASSIGE

buried. The burial re-
mained in storage until
the museum received the
request to rebury it on
January 14.

On January 21, the
museummetwithits First
Nations Advisory Com-
mittee toseek theiradvice
in finding a satisfactory
solution. Representatives
from the museum and its
advisory committee met
with elders from the
Touchwood-File Hills-
Fort Qu'Appelle Tribal
Council on January 21 to
discussthearrangements
necessary for re-inter-
ment.

REASONABLE RATES
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Consultations Guide Mississauga Land Claim

by Suzanne Methot

Three monthsofpub-
lic consultations on the
Mississauga land claim
near Blind River, Ontario,
have led to a settlement
proposal.

The Mississauga
land claim is unique in
that it is based on a sur-
veying error which all
three parties involved —
Ontario, Canada,
Missisgauga First Nation
— agree occurred. This is
also the first time that the
governments of Ontario
and Canada have sought
publicinputon a proposed
land claim settlement.
When the claim is finally
settled, it will be the first
timethatthe governments
of Canada and Ontario
will have cooperated to
correct a broken treaty
promise.

“The new goal now is
to continue the fair proc-
ess,” says Philip Goulais,
Indian Commissioner of
Ontario. “With the mass
of new input and contin-
ued agreement by the
three parties, I hope we
will be able to announcea
final settlement as one of
our accomplishments in
1993."

The input received
during the three-month
process included 100 dis-
cussiong/interviews with

individuals and groups
with anoutside facilitator;
100 personal interviews
conducted by staff at the
Ontario Information Cen-
tre in Blind River; nine
municipal meetings; four
interest group meetings;
about 300 commentgheets
completed by the public
(including some 100 pro-
posals for changes to the
settlement); four open-
house meetings in Blind
River, Iron Bridge, Elliot
Lake, and Thompson
Township;in excess of400
letters from local citizens;
and two petitions,

The Indian Commis-
sion of Ontario, created
by the governments of
(Canada and Ontaric and
the Chiefs of Ontario in
1978, has chaired discus-
sions on this land claim
since 1982, and continues
to feel that a fair settle-
ment will not only benefit
the Mississauga First Na-
tion, but also its neigh-
bours.

Reactions during the
consultation process
range from opposition to
any settlement to support
for the fairness of the cur-
rent proposal. However, a
preliminary review of the
public comments indi-
cates that the vast major-
ity of local citizens desire
to see the boundary issue
settled. In excess of 400
lettersreceived duringthe

THE SENATE OF CANADA, é LE SENAT DU CANADA

September 1993;

diate proficiency

The Senate of Canada is an
equal opportunity employer

Senate Page Program
$11,523 per annum

To be considered, candidates must;
* be residing in the provinces of Ontario or Manitoba;
+ be altending first, second or third-year university in

+ nothave former experience as a Page on Parliament Hill; and

+ have minimal proficiency in reading and writing and interme-

in
languages (AAB/AAB).

Ontarto K1A 0A4.

address.

en téléph aux

Summary of dutles: Senate Pages ensure a service to Senators
and officials of the Senate during Senate sitting.

Your application, quoting reference number PAGE-1993, must
be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on February 20, 1993, by:
Mrs. Reina Bernier, StafTing and OMiclal Languages Officer,
The Senate of Canada, Parliament Buildings, Ottawa,

Any information concerning this competition may be obtained
by telephoning the Senate Human Resources Directorate at
1-800-267-7362 or (613) 995-8279 or at the above-mentioned

Vous pouver obtenir ces renseignemenis en frangais

in Canada's both official

consultation expressed
the wview that the
Mississauga First Nation
is entitled to a fair and
reasonable compensation.

The Commission,
along with the negotia-
tors for Ontario, Canada,
and the Mississauga First
Nation, are now review-
ing the comments and
submissionsreceiveddur-
ing the consultations, as
wellas a writtensummary
ofthe public concerns pre-
pared by the independent
facilitator who assisted in
the consultations,

The Indian Commis-
sion of Ontario will con-
tinuetoreceive inputfrom
all interested parties and
will chair negotiation
meetings between all par-
ties, in order to finalize
the proposed settlement,
takinginto account legiti-
mate concernsraised dur-
ing the public consulta-
tions.

Some elementsinthe
current proposal include
havingthe federal govern-
ment make restitution to
the First Nation through
a monetary settlement,
while Ontario would pro-
vide the First Nation with
land and money. The First
Nation would accept the
landin amannerdesigned
to minimize the impact.on
private landowners and
surrounding neighbours.
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Bridge Collapses on
Eskasoni First Nation

by Suzanne Methot

Eskasoni, Nova
Scotia’s largest Mi'Kmagq
(Micmac) reserve, was lit-
erally split in two on De-
cember 28, when a bridge
linking two sections of the
reserve collapsed.

Atransporttruckcar-
rying lumber to an
Eskasoni building supply
company was travelling
acrosstheone-lanebridge,
which spans Indian Brook,
when the driver, Jamie
Halloran, “heard a loud
snap.” “I felt the side tip,”
Halloran said, “I just
bailed out of the passen-
ger side.” The cab of the
truck made it across the
bridge, but the bridge col-
lapsed under the weight
of the trailer's load. Mr.
Halloran escaped injury.

Thevolunteer firede-
partment received a call
at approximately 8 a.m.,
and found the trailerdan-
gling over an embank-
ment. Officials from
Eskasoni's police force re-
mained at the scene
throughout the day as
workers attempted to re-
trieve both thelumberand
the trailer with heavy
equipment.

The elementary and
junior high schools are on

the west side of the the
brook, as are the gas sta-
tion, medical clinic, and
firedepartment. Eskasoni
is about 50 kilometres
southwestofSydney, N.S,
and has a population of
3,000.

To date, a temporary
bridge has been installed.
Had it not been put in
place, Eskasoni residents
would have had to drive
for several hours just to
get to services and build-
ings on the other side of
the river.

Chief Allison
Bernard and members of
the band council have ex-
pressed a wish that the
collapsed structure be re-
placed by a two-lane
bridge. Nova Scotia
Transportation Minister
George Archibald hasjust
announced that the new
bridge willhavetwolanes.

Construction on the
new concrete bridge will
begin in the spring, and
tenders will he.palled as
so0n @8 environmental
approval is received. The
approachtothebridge will
also be straightened.

The Indian Brook
bridge was estimated to
be more than 70 yearsold.
It was the second bridge
to have collapsed in
Eskasoni in recent years.

_——=— = —— ——

New Year's Baby Born To Native Parents

by Suzanne Methot

‘While most people were enjoying New Year's Eve parties or greeting the new
year with “polar bear” swims, two couples began 1993 with the birth of their babies.

The honour of being Canada’s first New Year’s baby is shared by two infants, one
born in Montreal and the other in Carrot River, Saskatchewan.

Veronica and Sam Daniels of the Red Earth First Nation in eastern Saskatch-
ewan had their baby at midnight, at an 18-bed hospital in nearby Carrot River.

The other New Year’s baby was born toJocelyne Pelletier and Christian Taillefer

of Montreal.

Reserve Awarded Grants

SIX NATIONS-Two Ontario job-creation grants have been granted to the Six
Nations reserve. A $250,950 grant from the jobsOntario Capital Fund was awarded
for construction of a business complex on the reserve near Brantford.

As well, the Six Nations Area Management Board became the first Aboriginal
broker or agent for the province in carrying out the jobsOntario training program
among Aboriginal people in the area. Under the program, employers creating a new
long-term job are eligible to receive up to 35% of the initial salary — to a maximum
of $10,000 — to be used for training.
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Union Employee Wins Video Award

by Suzanne Methot

As the Anishinabek
Newsreported lastmonth,
Scott Sunday, a Union of
Ontario Indians employee
from Beausoleil First Na-
tion, was a finalist in
Canada 125’s “Canadian
Video Challenge.” His
video, Child of This Land,
is a five-minute explora-
tionofmodern Native per-
spectives on Canada’s
125th birthday celebra-
tions.

Mr. Sunday’s video
won two awards: alst-
place award in the His-

3\_’?#‘%3*;;,&-'5.:@‘,:?
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tory and Heritage cat-
egory, and also the On-
tario region People’s
Choice Award. The His-
tory and Heritage award
was accompanied by a
$2,500 cash prize.

The video won two
awards, one worth
$2,500

The video was pro-
duced and directed by
DouglasDavies. Sound ef-
fects were provided by
Daniel Dando, and Paul
Sweeney composed the
musical score. Mr. Sun-

day appears in the video,
and is the narrator.

The Canada 125
“Let’s Celebrate” award
ceremony was filmed live
to tape at Hamilton Place
on December 13, and was
broadcast on various syn-
dicated television stations
during December. Enter-
tainment was provided by
Canadian jazz singer
Salome Bey, The Nylons,
Infidels, and Indian Na-
tion.

The grand prize,
worth $10,000, was won
by Collin Douma’s video
Celebrating Us.
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Dan Pine Sr., 1900-1992: "One of the
Greatest Ojibways That Ever Lived"

by Suzanne Methot

Dan Pine Sr., elder,
healer,and friend, passed
out of this life on Decem-
ber 9 at the age of 92. He
died, in his sleep, at the
home of his daughter
Donna Boissoneau at the
Garden River First Na-
tion.

Dan Pine Sr. wasthe
last living grandson of
Chief Shingwauk, who
was one of the original
parties to the signing of
the 1850 Robinson Huron
Treaty, and a British ally
in the War of 1812, He
was well-known as a
herbal and spiritual
healer, storyteller, and
community activist. He
was the oldest resident of
Garden River First Na-
tion, and was loved by
many people throughout
North America for his in-
ner strength, healing
power, and knowledge of
Ojibwe traditions.

Friends of Dan Pine
Sr. remember his pa-
tience, wisdom, and life-
long vision of community
wellness. He was the
founder of Garden River’s
medicine lodge, which is
now under construction.
The lodge is expected to
open in the spring, and

honourary title of “Chief”
out of respect for and rec-
ognition of his ancestry.
Hedid serveashead coun-
cillor forthe Garden River
First Nation for many
years.

Chief Shingwauk was
one of the original
parties to the signing
of the 1850 Robinson
Huron Treaty.

Chief Pine was a
farmer and logger with a
promising baseball career
when a hunting accident
lefthimwithonlyonearm,
inthe 1930s. However, his
vast knowledge of herbs
and traditional healing
practices and toolslefthim
in a position to become a
great healer and commu-
nity resource.

Beverly Belleau,
Chief Pine’s daughter,
says that “he never said
no when he was needed.”

He had patience,
wisdom, and a life-
long vision of commu-
nity wellness.

Chief Pine’s reputa-
tion as healer meant that
two to three people would
visit him per week, ask-
ing for his help with ail-

ence, takingon therespon-
sibility of being a resource
person for the Qjibway
Cultural Foundation on
Manitoulin Island, and
lecturing on Native cul-
ture, language, and tradi-
tions for Keewatinung
Institute at Algoma Uni-
versity.

Algoma University
presented ChiefPine with
an honourary Doctor of
Laws degree, for carrying
onthe cross-cultural work
of his grandfather, Chief
Shingwauk.

Other cultural work
completed in Chief Pine’s
lifetime included dining
withtheQueenand Prince
Philip on their 1973 visit
to Toronto, presentations
to the Assembly of First
Nationsregarding the pro-
posed constitutional
changes in 1992, and be-
ing part ofa First Nations
grouptodiscusstreatyand
other concerns of Aborigi-
nal people with PopeJohn
Paul IT on the Pope’s visit
to Canada.

Bud Wildman, On-
tario Minister Responsi-
ble for Native Affairs, said

that Chief Pine was “rec-
ognized as a spokesper-
son of his people and as
someone who carried for-
ward QOjibwe traditions.
He lived a long, full, and
very fruitful life.”

"He never said no
when he was needed."

Dan Pine Sr. was
born in Garden River on
August 27, 1900 to John
Erskine Pine
(Shingwauk) and Cecilia
Shawan. Chief Pine mar-
ried Loretta Lancour of
Superior, Wisconsin, in
1927 He was predeceased
by his wife.

ChiefPineissurvived
by his children Gertrude
Kehoe, Betty Lou
Grawberger, Daniel Pine
Jr. (Danny Boy),
Geraldine Kitts, Doreen
Lesage, Donna
Boissoneau, Beverly

Belleau, Edith Zack, Gail
Souliere, Willard Pine,
and Morley Pine. He was
predeceased by hisdaugh-
ter Joanne Louttit.

ChiefPine is remem-
bered by 60 grandchil-
dren, 85 great-grandchil-
dren, and 6 great-great-
grandchildren. He was
predeceased by four sis-
ters and nine brothers.
Dan Pine Sr. was also
uncle to many nieces and
nephews, and “Grandpa
Pa” to many traditionally
adopted children.

Visitation was held
atthe Community Centre
in Garden River (Shke-
Sahkahewosa). The fu-
neral was held on Decem-
ber 14 at the St. John's
Anglican Church in Gar-
den River. Dan Pine Sr.
was buried in the St.
John’s Anglican Church
Cemetery.

As the development
of community wellness
was one of his prime con-
cerns in life, donations to
the Historical Society of
Garden River for the
building of the Medicine
Lodge would be appreci-
ated in Chief Pine's
memory.
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Nawash Appeals for Return of B unal

Ground Objects

NEYAASHIINIGMING—
The Chippewas of Nawash
have recently begun a proc-
essofdebriefing theirneigh-
bours in Owen Sound about
the recent vigil on their
burial ground reserves at
6th Avenue West and at
Indian River.

“It's important we not
simply leave things hang-
ing,” says Chief Ralph
Akiwenzie. neighbours
in the Bruce have to under-
stand why we felt forced to
take direct action to gain
control of the restoration
process of our burial ground
reserves. We want them to
know what our plans are for
those reserves.”

RESgICK
COMDANY

CHARTERED
ACOUNTANTS

To that end, Greg
Nadjiwon, a Councillor for
the Nawash First Nation,
and Darlene Johnston, the
Legal Research Coordina-
tor for the Saugeen Ojibway
(which includes both the
Nawash band and the
Saugeenband), appearedon
a local radio talk show (the
Dave Carr Show). They gave
a thorough explanation of
the history behind the vigil
and answered questions

from listeners.

The vigil was not

aimed at the current
householders.

SERVING THE

| COMMUNITIES’ NEEDS

2000 STEELES AVE. W.
SUITE 200

TORONTO, ONTARIO
LAK 3E9

416-738-1022

DarleneJohnston told
listeners that the vigil was
not a sudden response to
being excluded from nego-
tiations. The Departmentof
Indian Affairs knew of the
First Nation's concerns over
a year ago, and the Depart-
ment began talks with the
householderson 6th Avenue
over six months ago. The
vigil was set uponly wheniit
looked asthough the depart-
ment was determined to act
against the wishes of the
First Nation.

Mr. Nadjiwonand Ms.
Johnston both stressed that
the vigil was not aimed at
the current householders,
but at the federal govern-
ment. “It's unfortunate that
we had to go so far,” said
Nadjiwon. “But it seemed
the only way to tell the de-
partment that we can no
longer be excluded from dis-
cussions regardingourlands
and our rights.”

There are persistent
rumours that hard evidence

This word-find is called GIISOOK (Seasons).
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ofthe Nawash burial ground
was indeed discovered dur-
ingexcavation of the houses
in 1987, and that these were
either taken from the site or
buried, in the developer’s
haste tocomplete the houses
without delays.

Ms. Johnston ex-
tended an invitation to any-
one who either has posses-
sion of such “artifacts” or
knowledge of where such
items may be to contact the
band office at (519) 534-
1689. Those who would
rather remain anonymous
can contact Mike Milne of
the United Church at (519)
371-3496.

The recovery of all
objects is an impor-
tant part of the heal-
ing process.

The recovery of all
objects taken from the First
Nation’s burial sites is an
extremely important partof
the healing process.
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Another important
part is to open a dialogue
between the Native and non-
Native communities. “The
radioshow was a good start,”
says Chief Akiwenzie, “and
I hope we will be invited
backtothe Dave CarrShow.”
Wehave accepted an invita-
tion to talk to students at
West Hill High School in
Owen Sound, and we will be
seeking other ways tospeak
to our non-Native neigh-
bours. Perhaps the churches
in the area would like to
hear from one of us during
Sunday morning service.”

“It's also important to
say ‘meegwetch’'tothemany
people who showed us their
support during the vigil,”
says Chief Akiwenzie. “To
the United Church of
Canada and to the CAW in
particular, we say
‘meegwetch.’ And to those
non-Natives who brought
our people coffee, food, or a
word of encouragement, we
say ‘meegwetch.”
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Ontario Endorses U.N. International
Year of the World's Indigenous Peoples

TORONTO—Bud
Wildman, Ontaric’s Min-
ister Responsible for Na-
tive Affairs and Minister
of Natural Resources, con-
gratulated the United
Nations for declaring 1993
as the International Year
of the World’s Indigenous
Peoples.

Mr. Wildman said
that the United Nations
General Assembly’s
theme for the dedicated
year is “A New Partner-
ship”, and that activities
throughout the year will
be designed to draw at-
tention to the estimated
300 million indigenous
people in more than 70
nations across the globe.

Culture and heritage
have enabled indig-
enous peoples to
prevail against great
odds.

A key objective
throughout the year is to
highlightcultureand her-
itage as vital forces that
have enabled indigenous
societies to prevail against

great odds. Ontario en-
dorses this international
observance, and, among
other activities, plans to
haveHeritage Week (Feb-
ruary 15-21) place a spe-
cial focus on Aboriginal
peoples and heritage con-
servation.

“TheOntariogovern-
mentisfully committed to
its Aboriginal affairs
agenda,” said Mr.
Wildman. “We continue
to work, across provincial
government ministries
and agencies, to enhance
the ability of Aboriginal
communities to improve
theirsocio-economicqual-
ity oflife, in order forthem
toachieve the same stand-
ards of living enjoyed by
all communities in On-
tario.”

In August 1991, On-
tario and the Chiefs of
Ontario First Nations
signed the Statement of
Political Relationship. By
signing the political ac-
cord, Ontario became the
first provincial govern-
ment in Canada to recog-
nize the inherent right of
First Nations to be self-

TRAINING AND SALES

governing within the
framework of the Cana-
dian constitution,

“The Ontariogovern-
ment continues to work
together as equal partners
with Aboriginal commu-
nities to negotiate self-
government arrange-
ments, settle outstanding
land claims, fulfill treaty
obligations, and make
improvements tothequal-
ity of life [in First Na-
tions] across Ontario.”

Ontario became the
first provincial gov-
ernment in Canada to
recognize the inher-
ent rights of First
Nations.

“These important
steps will enable Aborigi-
nal people to achieve
greater control over their
own lives and work to-
ward durable socio-eco-
nomic improvements in
their communities.”

February 1993

Inuit Leader Addresses U.N.

NEW YORK—Mary Simon, a Canadian Inuit
leader, hasasked the United Nations to create a perma-
nent U.N. advisory body composed of indigenous people
from various parts of the world.

Ms. Simon spoke at a ceremony declaring 1993 as
the International Year of Indigenous Peoples. She said
that while the U.N. is calling the International Year “a
new partnership”, the reality is that Native people face
continous racial discrimination, “exclusion and
marginalization.”

Ms. Simon also told the U.N. that Native people
continue to be dispossessed of their lands across the
globe.

Mennonites Apologize

WINNIPEG (CP)—The Mennonite Central Committee has
apologized to Canada’s Native people for the way in which
Abariginal people have been treated during the last 500
years.

Inthe apology, printed in the Mennonite Reporter, the
committee asked forgiveness for “sanctioning the conquest
of land and the domination of you and your ancestors.”

It also apologized for “not having fully recognized the
humanity and dignity of Aboriginal peoples”, and for having
endorsed, by its silence, “the cruel treatment of Aboriginal
peoples”, and for having supported a “false notion of cultural
superiority as rationale for forceful takeover.”

Reprinted from the Micmac-Maliseet Nations News
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CBC Ombudsman Dismisses Complaint Against Film About Natives

by Suzanne Methot

The award-winning
film The War Against the
Indians, a view of North
American Native history
from a non-Western per-
spective, has been de-
fended by CBC ombuds-
man William Morgan.

Broadcast in October
on the CBC, the two-hour

documentary, whichwas
directed by well-known
Canadian filmmaker
Harry Rasky, was re-
centlysubject to a formal
complaint filed by the
Catholic Civil Rights
League (CCRL). The
CCRL is a lay organiza-
tion formed in 1985 to
combatanti-Catholicism
in Canada.
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The CCRL filed the
complaint with the CBC
ombudsman in Novem-
ber, saying that the film
made “inflammatory and
false statements” about
Jesuit (Catholic) mission-
ariesinearly Canada. The
CCRL also charged that
The War Against the Indi-
ans falsely accused the
Jesuitsof“consciouslyand
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deliberately planning the
genocide” of Native na-
tions, of “knowingly
spreading disease
amongst the Indians”, of
“wishing their destruc-
tion”, and of “believing
thatthe Indians wereless
than human”,

The CCRL says that
the film made inflam-
matory and false
statements about
Jesuit missionaries.

Further, the CCRL
demanded that the film
“be restricted from further
showing on any TV net-
work” until after the com-
plaint had been heard.
The CCRL accused the
filmmakers of “distorting
and falsifying” history.

Robert Eady, who
filed the complaint on be-
half of the CCRL, says
that “things are getting
worse for Catholicsin this
country. Thiskind of thing
incites hatred. What re-
ally concerns us is that
this film is being distrib-
uted in schools."

"“Tye Lawp OF FREE
EnTERPEISE!

The CCRL demanded
that the film be re-
stricted from further
showing on any TV
network.

CBC ombudsman
Morgan, however, dis-
missed the complaint, say-
ing that the film was not
produced for a news or
current affairs purpose; it
was produced for the

CBC's arts and entertain-
ment department.

It is a film about what
it means to be Indian,
in terms of shared
experience, of rela-
tionship to the land,
and of spirituality.

Inhisresponsetothe
complaint, Morgan said
that the film is “primarily
a cultural rather than a
journalistic film. It is a
film about what it means
to be Indian, in terms of
shared experience, of re-
lationshiptotheland, and
of [spirituality]. The pro-
gram is not a work of in-
vestigative journalism,
but an exposition of a set
of values and a way of
life.”

Morgan also states
that, although the film is
fromanon-Western view-
point, Native opinion is
“not. the only opinion...to
be heard in the film.” He
says that he found noth-
ing in the film that ex-
presslysaid thattheJesu-
its wigshed thedestfuction
of the Natives.

The CCRL saysitwill
now turn to the Canadian
Radio-Television and Tel-
ecommunications Com-
mission (CRTC) to pursue
its complaint, and possi-
bly to the Canadian Hu-
man Rights Commission.

The CBC was con-
tacted for comment, but
said that the complaint
had been dealt with and
thatithad nofurther com-
ment.

by Ken Syrette
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Fluffs and Feathers: Reality Versus Fiction

by Suzanne Methot

The Woodland Cul-
tural Centre on the Six
Nations Reserve has or-
ganized a display called
Fluffs and Feathers: An
Exhibition on the Sym-
bols of Indianness. The
exhibit, which is now be-
ing shown at Toronto's
Royal Ontario Museum
(ROM), is a First Nations
perspective on the stere-
otyping of Aboriginal peo-
ple. “Fluffs” symbolizes
the souvenir Indian im-
age, while “feathers” rep-
resents the reality of First
Nations life, in all its po-
litical, social, and spiritual
richness.

It is hoped that visi-
tors will question
their own attitudes.

Native stereotypes—
familiar to us all — in-
clude the noble-hearted
but monosyllabic Indian
guide (Tonto springs to
mind), beautiful Indian
princesses, and the war-
whooping “braves” of Hol-
lywood movies. Have you
ever noticed that not only
do these stereotypical
charactersall wearPlains
dress, but theyall seem to
speakthesamelanguage?
Hollywood’s imagination
islimited when it comes to
Indians.

Hollywood movies
are, unfortunately, just
the tip of the iceberg.
Stereotypical, misguided,
and offensive characteri-
zations of Aboriginal peo-
pleappear everywhere: in
children’sgamesand toys,
in literature, in sports are-
nas, and in advertising
and entertainment.

The exhibit is set up
in a way that allows the
visitor to see just how rac-
ist stereotypes portray
Native peoples. Questions
areconstantly posed tothe
visitor, asking them to
think about their own
stereotypesand howthese
stereotypes may affect
Native people around
them. Information boards

alongside theitemns on ex-
hibit also illustrate to the
visitor how Native people
view these objects, and
how they continually re-
late to the ways in which

Wind-up Indian toy for children

Native people define
themselves.

The exhibition seeks
to explain, within an Abo-
riginal frame of reference,
how such images have
been created over time. It
also seeks to explain how
these images are rein-
forced and accepted by the
dominant culture.

Stereotypical, mis-
guided, and offensive
characterizations of
Aboriginal people
appear everywhere.

Deborah Doxtator,
Mohawk curator of theexhi-
bition, says that “although
it goes without saying that
Hollywood Indians are not
real, the Indians of romance,
comic books, colouring
books, and movies are often
the only Indians that the

public comes into contact
with. For this reason, people
sometimes forget that fan-
tasy Indians have nothing
to do with Indian people.”
Most of the 200 items

{Woodland Cultural Centre}

on display were culled from
gift shops, antique shops,
fleamarkets, museums, and
department stores, and rep-
resent images from other
centuries (200-year-old en-
gravings and paintings), and
from mare recent times(such
as sports jerseys from the
Atlanta Braves and Chicago
Blackhawks).

Tom Hill, from the
Seneca Nation, is the exhi-
bition organizer. He says
that the exhibition aims to
get both Native and non-
Native visitors thinking
about the sources of the
stereotypes, and about how
such stereotypes mighthave
developed. It is hoped that
visitors will question their
own attitudes, and realize
the narrow and inaccurate
view of Native culture that
is being presented in those
stereotypes.

Theexhibitionincludes
movie posters, still photosin

which the visitoris asked to
pick out which Hollywood
actor really had Native
blood, and objects ranging
from ashtrays to toothpick
holders. All portray Native
people as grinning fools,
drunken deviants, or noble
savages.

Despite the organizers’
bestintentions and the vast
array of objects they have
presented, one is left with a
curious emptiness when
gazing at the exhibit. When
a Native person sees these
objects, what usually
emerges is a sense of bore-
dom. We know that these
objects have nothing to do
with us. We know the real-
ity.

Although a few of the
more offensive items draw
mild anger, and some are
merely hilarious, most are
simply the usual touriststuff
that you see every day. Per-
haps that points out a cer-
tain obliviousness (which is
doubtful). Or perhaps that
pointsout thattheseobjects,
taken by themselves, and
without the presence of
overtly racist overtones —
without, in other words,
human beings presenting
them as representations of
Native culture — hold no
power.

At the end of the ex-
hibit, there are objects that
were created by Native peo-
ple. These objects are no dif-
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ferent than the rest of the
items in the exhibit. This,
perhaps, is the most disturb-
ingthingahoutitall:itshows
how some Native people
themselves often grow up
believing what the deminant
society tells them about their
culture.

The last information
board of the exhibit asks the
visitor how they have seen
theimages of Native culture
that have been presented to
them in the exhibition. It
also asks visitors how they
seethemselves. And,instead
of another object from a flea
market, a mirror is the last
thing on display. Both Na-
tives and non-Natives leave
this exhibit thinking: about
the stereotypes, about the
abilityofone culture todomi-
nate another, and also about
themselves.

"Fantasy Indians
have nothing to do
with Indian people.”

Fluffs and Feathers
appears at the ROM until
February 28. It then tours
Canada until 1995, with
stops in Montreal, Winni-
peg, Quebec City, Hull, Ed-
monton, Vancouver, Fort
Smith (N.W.T.), ard
Calgary.
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NICKEL BELT INDIAN CLUB
FOUNDED 1959
THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

ALL

Body Contact
Spart's Man's
Old Timer's 35 & over

ONTARIO NATIVE MEN 'S HOCKEY
TOURNAMENT

Sudbury Arena February 12 13" 14"

Only 24 Teams Will Be Accepled
Three Divisions

OVER $7,000.00 IN CASH & AWARDS

Dances: Friday, Saturday, Sunday Nights
Craft Dealers Welcome (Must make early arrangements)

MAKE YOUR PLANS EARLY! SEE YOU THERE!
MEEGWETCH!

For further information,contact:
(705) 675-8290 - Bob Recollet
(7015) 859-2348 - Joey Osawamick
(705) 673-0385 - Elizabeth Recollet
(705) 524-0521 - Angela Recollet

Entry Fee $275.00
Entry Fee $200.00
Eniry Fee $200.00
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Kashtin: From the Bush to the Heart of the City

by Suzanne Methot

Kashtinisonceagain
delightingaudiences with
their music on another
around the world tour.

Claude McKenzie,
26, and Florent Vollant,
33, areKashtin, They hail
from the Maliotenam First
Nation in Quebec, on the
northshoreofthe St. Law-
rence River, and are two
of approximately 10,000
people who speak
Montagnais, an Innu dia-
lect.

Kashtin, the group’s
1989 firstalbum, sold over
100,000 copies in three
months in the province of
Quebec alone. After Eng-
lish Canada discovered
them in 1990, and the
world shortly after that,
there wasnoturningback
for the hard-working duo
known as Kashtin.

The group released
its second album, Innu, in
1991. They have been the
subjectoftelevision shows,
music festivals, and mu-
sicindystry seminars, and
have garnered critical ac-
claim wherever they have
played.

Kashtin was nomi-
nated for twoJunoawards
in 1992, in the World Beat
and Roots Traditional cat-
egories.

Kashtin —“tornado”
in Innu — sing only one
song in English. The rest
of their songs are sung in
either Innu, theirfirstlan-
guage, or French, their
second language. Vollant
and McKenzie now both
speak halting English as
athird language. Much of
their communication is
through expression and
body movement, and, of
course, their music.

When asked whether
they prefer to be called
Montagnais or Innu, they
both unanimously say
“Innu!”

Claude McKenzie
points out that
“Montagnais is what the
white man called us. We
arefromthe InnuNation.”

McKenzie and
Vollantboth playacoustic
guitars and sing.
McKenzie also plays har-
monica. They both write
the songs. Their melodies

weave around traditional
Innurhythms, making for
interesting, intense, yet
simple music. The duo is
backed up by four other
musicians, expanding the

folk melodies with elec-
tric guitar, bass, drums,
and synthesizer.

Being that tradi-
tional Innu rhythms,
phrasings, and time sig-
natures would be ex-
tremely difficult for anon-
Innu to understand and
follow, Kashtin takes the
heart of Innu expression
— the language — and
grafts it onto a Western-
style rock ‘n’ roll frame-
work. Their most ochvious
influences are folk-rock
musicians like Neil Young
and Bob Dylan, with
Beatlesque harmonies
also making an appear-
ance.

Alternately plaintive
and powerful, both
Vollant and McKenzie's
vocals bring the message
of their music into the
hearts and souls of their
audience. Nomatter what
language the listener may
speak, Kashtin's songs
reach across that barrier,
making the emotion and
the subject matter clear.

Vollant is the more
understated of the pair,
and the older. His tastes
seem to run to softer folk,
and this is apparent in
the songs that he writes
and sings. His stoic sing-
ing, telling tales of love
and remembrance, are
warm breezes reminiscent
of youthful summer
nights.

McKenzie, although
sometimes understated,
tends to be the more ex-
troverted of the pair, and

Florent Vollant (left) and Claude McKenzie of the Innu duo Kashiin

seemstoenjoy playingthe
clown. He is often very
funny, and engages the
audience at Kashtin'slive
shows with ironic asides
and outrageous show-

manship. McKenzie
writessongs “about girls”,
as he admits cheerfully,
and his singing tends to
be more raw and wild.

Claude McKenzie
says that “music, forus, is
life. That's our way. We
communicate with songs,
instead of talk.”

Many of Kashtin’s
songs deal with the pride
that Native people have.
One immediately senses
the pride that Vollantand
McKenzie have in their
roots, the pride of having
come from a long line of
strong, respectful people.
Yet, many other songs
seem to focus on themes of
escape, on getting out of
traps, and of returning to
a home.

When Vollant is
asked whether the songs
are making a point about
escaping from life in the
dominantculture, hesays
that “Kashtin is from the
InnuNation. Our parents
and grandparents were
from the bush. We come
from [a tradition] of free-
dom. I think we just try to
continue to live a life like
nomads.”

Since beginning the
group approximately
seven years ago, Vollant
says that “we travel a lot,
we like to travel — even
ingide ourselves. Music
can help us to travel: you
can find it [freedom] in a
musical way. To us, this
freedom is normal. And
sharing freedom is the
spirit of our music.”

“We try to be under-
stood through our music.
I think people can catch
the feeling in our music.”

During the 1990 cri-
sis at Oka, Kashtin’s mu-

sic was banned on many
Quebec radio stations,
even though McKenzie
and Vollant are not
Mohawk. How did the
band react to this? “I just
found itfunny,” McKenzie
replies.

“We were in Paris at
the time, and when we
came back to Montreal,

- we were willing to be for

[the Mohawk cause], but
when you talk about
weapons, we prefer to
be...how do you
say?...apart,” says
McKenzie. “It's not our
way, this kind of violence.
When our music was
banned, I found that
funny. It was free promo-
tion for us — everybody
was talking about it.”

“Butitis ourjobtobe
just singers. We are not
spokesmen. Wedon'thave
amissiontosay[anything
about politics]. We are
willingtosay ‘weare here’
— who we are as Native
people is important. We
are here, we're going to
always be here.”

Vollant: “People need
to know about Natives.
Wehavealot ofnice things
from our culture to show.
Ttisnatural forustoshare,
toshareourspirit through
our art. I hope young Na-
tives can get a lot of expo-
sure[tothecultural spirit],
to discover their path.”

Kashtin does not
seem to have a certain
audience in mind when
they write. “We are often
ontheroad,” Vollantsays.

“So we have lots of things
to say, about our family
and friends, and the feel-
ingthat we have on-stage.
We put that in songs. And
wetalkabouttheland, we
talk about what we are
looking for —ourdreams,
our loves, our troubles.
And we talk about the
challenge.”

“And
McKenzie adds.

Theduoseemtohave
fewexpectationsthatcan’t
be met. Their future plans
consist of“playing music,”
says McKenzie. “Also, to
have a growing audience.
I think everybody needs
to know about our people
— we have to talk, with
feeling. And we are going
[to different places to do
that]. We hope onlytocon-
tinue what we are doing.”

When asked if the
current political situation
between Hydro Quebec
and the Innu people in
Labrador and the Surete
du Quebec and the Que-
becInnu(the SQ hasbeen
occupying traditional
Innu tegritory for some
month4 now, in an effort
tosubverttheInnu’sclaim
to sovereignty) makes it
difficult for Vollant and
McKenzie tobe away from
home, Vollant says, “Yes,
it'sreallyhard for us.Some
of our people are impli-
cated. It's really hard for
us to deal with that kind
of stuff. I think we can be
more positive [as musi-
cians]. We believe morein
our music than in poli-
ties.”

girls!”

If the politicians in
Canada listened to
Kashtin, perhaps they
would feel the same way.
The songs that Vollant
and McKenzie write rise
abovecultural differences,
whilestressing their obvi-
ous pride in Innu roots.

The powerof Kashtin
lies in their simply beau-
tiful musie, their pride in
who they are, and their
love of performing. Both
the members of Kashtin
feel that it is an honour to
play for their audiences.
What they should also
understand is that it is
also an honour to be able
to listen.
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Lubicon Lake Nation: Standing Up For Human Rights

by Kevin Thomas

“We've tried to keep
our heads up and keep
fighting for what we be-
lieve is rightfully ours for
as long as possible. That's
another thing that they
[the government] don’t
like. Native people stand-
ing up to them. They look
at us as the enemy that
has to be defeated...if we
were to succeed then other
people may say ‘hey, these
guys stood up.’ And then
other people would stand
up and that may very well
have a snowball effect.”
Chief Bernard Ominayak,
June 2, 1992

The Lubicon Lake
Nation is a small commu-
nity in northern Alberta
thathasbeenwaitingover
50 years for recognition of
their Aboriginal land
rights to their traditional
territory. But this is only
partly correct: the
Lubicons have done any-
thing but wait for recogni-
tion. They'vefoughtanin-
tense battle with every
level of government and
major transnational cor-
porations to try to gain
those rights — and the
battle shows no sign of
letting up.

Chief Bernard (minayak, Lubicon Lake Nation

The Lubicons were
overlooked by Crown
agents who were signing
Native nations to Treaty
8inthelate 1800s. Too far
in the bush, away from
majorrivers, the Lubicons
were left alone to pursue
their traditional hunting
and trapping lifestyle. As
aresult,theyneversigned
away their lands to the
government of Canada or
lost their lands in war.
They retain Aboriginal
rights to those lands to
this day.

Although they were
recognized in 1939 by the
federal government and
promised areserve settle-
ment, both bureaucratic

bungling and racist poli-
tics kept a settlement
waiting and the Lubicons
were forgotten once more.
In fact, they were left
pretty much alone until
1979, when a small-
weather road was built
into their territory.
Masgive oil and gas
deposits had been discov-
ered in the area and,
armed with provincial gov-
ernment leases, almost
every major oil and gas
company moved in, drill-
ing at least 400 oil wells
within a 15-mile radius of
the major Lubicon com-

munity.

Industrial develop-
ment completely devas-
tated Lubicon society.
Moose, the staple of the
Lubicondiet, fled thearea,
along with most of the
smaller animals (which
formed the basis for the
trapping trade). Practi-
cally overnight, an intact
and self-sufficient com-
munity wasreduced tode-
pendency on welfare.

Lubicon society be-
gan to break down: skills
traditionally passed down
from the old to the young
had no value anymore,
alcoholism surfaced, the
Lubicons experienced
their first suicides, babies
were still-born, and a
widespread tuberculosis
epidemic swept through
the community.

Meanwhile, over $6-
billion in oil and gas rev-
enues have been sucked
from Lubicon territories.
The World Council of
Churches has accurately
defined what is happen-
inginnorthern Albertaas
genocide.

Resistance Grows

The Lubicons have
metthis challenge totheir
culture with some of the
fiercest and most deter-
mined resistance in
Canada. They began by
challenging the province
and the federal govern-
ment in the courts. The
courts were a dead end:
former oil company law-
yers turned judges dis-
missed their arguments,
the provincial government
re-wrote laws retroac-
tively to dismiss Lubicon
court cases, and the feds
denied the Lubicons the
right to sue themin either
federal or prowvincial
courts.

Ultimately, the
courts tied up Lubicon re-
sources and time whilede-
velopment went on una-
bated. The United Nations
Human Rights Commut-
tee determined that the
Lubicons could not
achieve effective legal re-
dress within Canada.

The Lubicons imme-
diately acknowledged that

fortheir 500-member com-
munity to survive, they
would need to enlist sup-
port from a much wider
spectrum of people, Be-
ginning with small, infor-
mational meetings in
churchbasementsand de-
veloping a mailing list to
keep people informed of
progress, the Lubiconsbe-
gan the long and difficult
task of organizing effec-
tive resistance to the gov-
ernment and corporate
agenda.

The next few years
saw increased conflict in
northern Alberta. Oilcom-
pany trucks ran Lubicon
vehicles off the roads, two
forestfireswerelefttorage
unchecked (wiping out
250 square miles of tradi-
tional Lubicon territory
and destroying traplines),
and Union Oil was forced
to abandon a pipeline
across Lubicon territories
afterthe Lubicons warned
themthey were facing con-
frontation on the ground.
The feds also appointed
an independent investi-
gatorthen fired himwhen
his report was favourable
tothe Lubicons. Through-
out it all, the Lubicons
worked tirelessly to build
support for theirstruggle.

Things came to a
headin 1988, The Calgary
Winter Olympices were
on. The games' flagship
arts exhibit, a show of
Native “artifacts” called
The Spirit Sings, was
sponsored by the very cor-
porations that were de-
stroyingthe Lubicon com-
munity. At the request of
the Lubicon people, mu-
seums around the world
refused to send artifacts
to the exhibit, crippling it
from the outset. Striking
cabbies carried support
signs for the Lubicons in
their cars. The Olympic
TorchRelay, organized by
Petro Canada, was met
with demonstrations
across the country. The
Lubicons were daily news.

But still the govern-
ment was stalling. In the
fall of 1988, frustrated by
the lack of progress in the
courts and by government
intransigence, the
Lubicons declared them-

selves a sovereign nation,
and withdrew all legal
actions. Severaldayslater
they set up passport con-
trol points on all access
roads to their lands and
barred entry toany corpo-
ration not possessing a
Lubicon-issued permit.
The blockades gained na-
tional and international
support.

Then-Alberta Pre-
mier Don Getty refused to
negotiate with the
Lubicons until the block-
ades were down, and the
provincial government
sent in RCMP agents to
tear down the blockades
and arrest 27 people.
When they were released,
ChiefBernard Ominayak
met with Getty, and the
two signed what is now
known as the Grimshaw
Accord, anagreement con-
cerning the size ofthe pro-
posed Lubicon reserve. All
they needed was to nego-
tiate a deal with the feds.

Federal Sabotage

The federal govern-
ment was in the middle of
the 1988 election cam-
paign, and the Lubicons
were becoming a thorny
issue. Prime Minister
Mulroney met with
Ominayak and promised
to negotiate, raising sup-
porters’ hopes and getting
the Lubicons out of his
way for the remainder of
the election campaign.
ButMulroney'sre-elected
Conservativegovernment
deliberately sabotaged
these negotiations on
January 24, 1989, when
the feds tabled a take-it-
or-leave-it offer that they
knew in advance was un-

acceptable to the
Lubicons.
The deal allowed for

the construction of new
housingandroads,butleft
the Lubicons dependent
on welfare rather than
providing the compensa-
tion necessary for devel-
oping a meaningful
economy, Within hours of
the breakdown of nego-
tiations, the feds had a
propaganda campaign in
full-swing, accusing the
Lubicons of “greed, not
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need.”

Notsatisfied with de-
nying the Lubicons any
hope of a negotiated set-
tlement, the feds then set
out to undermine the
Lubicon leadership. Fed-
eral agents were sentinto
northern Alberta in the
springof 1989to meet with
adissident Lubicon mem-
ber. He was instructed to
find otherdissidents,and,
with provincial backing,
to organize the overthrow
of the Lubicon leadership
in the upcoming Lubicon
elections.

Upon learning of the
challenge to his leader-
ship, Ominayak called an
early election to allow the
dissidentstoputtheir case
before the community, No
one ran against Chief
Ominayak, and theentire
Lubicon leadership was
re-elected unamimously
in the biggest voter turn-
out ever recorded.

Federal agents then
set about organizing a ri-
val “band” called the
Woodland Cree. Drawing
Native peoplefromall over
Alberta, this rival “band”
was created using an ob-
scure section of the In-
dian Act that allows the
federal Minister of Indian
Affairs to create bands at
will and to take land and
funds away from existing
bands to support his crea-
tions.

The Woodland Cree,
agroupthatneverexisted
before, were fast-tracked
into existence and asked
to vote on a proposed land
settlement that mirrored
the take-it-or-leave-it one
offered to the Lubicons.
Woodland members, who
may number up to 700
(band lists have never
beenreleased), weregiven
$50 to vote and $1,000 per
family member if they
voted in favour of the
agreement. Once the

Josephine Laboucan, Lubicon Lake Nation

agreement was signed,
band members were in-
formed that their $1,000
per family member “gift”
would be deducted from
their welfare payments.

Daishowa Moves In

the effects of oil and gas
development, the
Lubicons now face a new
threat in the form of
clearcut logging.
Daishowa, a
transnational paper
manufacturer, was
granted leases in 1989 to
cut the entire unceded
Lubicon traditional ter-
ritory, tofeed their nearby
Peace River pulp mill.
Despite making a
verbal agreement with
the Lubicons not to cut
on their territory until a
land rights agreement
was reached, Daishowa
went ahead with logging
inthe fallof1990 through
their  subsidiaries,
Brewster Construction
and Buchanan Lumber.
Chief Ominayak re-
sponded by warning all
companies with opera-
tions on Lubicon terri-
tory that unauthorized
developments would be
removed without further
notice. One late Novem-
ber night, Buchanan’s
logging camp was
torched, causing $25,000
damage, and ending the
logging for that season.
When Daishowa
planned to return in the
fall 0f 1992, Lubicon sup-
porters began an inter-
national boycott of
Daishowa products. In a
time when pulp prices
were already extremely
low, the boycott hit hard.
Daishowa's attempts to
gell the Peace River mill
were blocked by the
mountains of negative
publicity Daishowa was
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receiving. Across Canada,
companies began cancel-
ling contracts for
Daishowa paper bags,
forcing Daishowa to can-
cel logging plans for the
winter of 1991,

The federal govern-
ment, concerned about
both the fate of this
transnational corporation
and the growing public
action campaign, has
again begun meeting with
Lubicon representatives.
To date, though these
meetings have continued,
the feds have never re-
sponded to a detailed pro-
posal settlement mapped
out by the Lubicons. The
take-it-or-leave-it offer of
three years ago is still be-
ing pushed as a viable so-
lution, and negotiations
seem no further ahead.

Solidarity

Sincethe stand-offat
Kanehsatakein 1990 and
the scuttling of the Meech
Lake Accord, Aboriginal
land rights and self-gov-
ernment have been mat-
tersofongoing debateand
public action in Canada.
But what kind of self-gov-
ernment and the means
by which to obtain it is
still avery contentious is-
sue.

The Lubicon people
have madecleardecisions
about what it takes to ob-
tain justice in today’s
world, and have, by ex-
ample, shown both the
gainsand lossesthatsuch
a path engenders. They
have shown that it is both
possible and necessary to
fight for Native rights.
They have exposed the
lengths that the govern-
ment will go to to crush a
people that do fight. But
the Lubicons have set an
example by building soli-
darity with other Native
nations across the coun-
try, and with non-Native
Canadians. It is a power-
ful example.

And itis precisely for
that reason that fighting
for and winning a mean-
ingful future for the
Lubicon Nation has an
importance beyond their

small community. It
would be living proofthat
we can fight for and win
justice despite over-
whelming odds.
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Formoreinformation
or to get involved, plense
contact:

= Lubicon Lake Nation

3536 - 106 Street

Edmonton, Alberta

T6.J 1A4

Chief Ominayak: Words of a Leader

"Idon't think that there's any amount of dollars that
would be able to put back in place what we lost by way of
our traditional life, rather, we've concentrated on trying|
to put together a [land rights] settlement proposal to|

when we have so many resources within our traditional|
territory. It's most unfortunate that we're forced into this|
situation. But at the same time, we must keep looking|
ahead and hope that there is going to be something

environment and the wildlife as much as possible.”

"We have elders here with unlimited knowledge as
tohow tosurvive offthe land. But then that knowledge w:
can't utilize. A lot of our kids who are 15, 16, 17, 18, they,

outside. So we're caught in a cycle...we can't use
knowledge that is there because of the destruction tha
has taken place in our traditional territory."

All quotes from Chief Ominayak were taken from the
summer 1992 hearings of the Lubicon Settlement Com-

mission of R

piled by Stephen Kenda,

iends of the Lubicon (Toronto).
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The Struggle
to Share
‘Mother Earth

Regional Aboriginal Anti-Racism
Consultation

The ‘Union of Ontario Indians in
cooperation with the other political
Aboriginal organizations will be holding
Sforums to discuss and explore the
meaning and impact of racism on
Aboriginal peoples throughout Ontario.

Notification of confirmed dates and times will
follow.

Location roximaite date

Curve Lake First Nation February 5

Thunder Bay February 11
Kapuskasing February 17
Windsor February 23

Sudbury



